
COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 25th January 2005 there were present: -

Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)


                        M Weston (Deputy Mayor)





D J Atherley

Mrs J Baynham

C Elsmore

C P Kay





C Lusty





Mrs S Merrikin





N W Penny





J A Shaw

PC R. Dix

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed all members to the meeting and extended a welcome to P.C. Dix. 

308.
POLICE UPDATE

PC Dix advised that crime throughout the country had reduced by almost 30% although recorded violent crimes had increased due to the method of calculating the figure.

During the summer months a very successful operation by the police targeting beauty spots in the Forest had resulted in vehicle crime reducing by 60%.

The Christmas period had been very busy. 359 incidents were logged in the county on New Years Eve, most of which were fuelled by alcohol.

Discussions with PC Dix included:

· Recent road facilities in the Forest of Dean and the need for driver education regarding respect for vehicle power, road and weather conditions and driver complacency. 

· Changes in Licencing laws and the effect on policing 

· Anti-social behavioural problems in the evenings.

· Ministry checks on heavy good vehicles.


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott thanked PC Dix for attending.


PC Dix left the meeting at 7.28 p.m.

APOLOGIES were received and accepted from Councillor A M Lacey and Councillor R Phelps.

APOLOGIES were received from:

County Councillor:
P Chamberlain

District Councillors:
A Benstead  

   


M Meredith-Edward

Councillor N Penny proposed the minutes of the meeting held on 

30th November 2004 and the Special Budget meeting held on 14th December 2004 be approved.  Councillor C Lusty seconded the proposal.

Councillor C P Kay proposed confirmation of the minutes of the Office sub-committee meeting held on 10th of January 2005. Councillor Mrs S Merrikin seconded the proposal. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott, Councillors C Elsmore, N Penny and J Shaw declared non-financial interests in  the item regarding the Coleford Community Enterprise Centre. 

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in the item of correspondence from Mrs H Lusty.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

309.
NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

A meeting of the working party and the District Council officers had been arranged for 28th January 2005.

310.
NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM

The quotation had been examined by Councillor N Penny, was within budget and the equipment would be ordered for receipt in mid February.

Installation would follow as soon as possible.

311.
LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL – 3RD SEVERN CROSSING 

Lydney Town Council had advised that they were waiting for possible meeting dates from the councils in the Stroud area and would advise when a meeting could be arranged.
  

312.
BURIAL RECORDS

The County Archivist had advised that record books deposited with them had now been copied onto Compact Disk and the disks were ready for collection.

SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

313.
RISK ASSESSMENTS – HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY

The draft Health and Safety policy document had been previously circulated to members.

RESOLVED: To approve Coleford Town Council’s Health and Safety policy document. 

Proposed by Councillor D Atherley 
     Seconded: Councillor Mrs S Merrikin

314.
TABLING OF CORRESPONDENCE

RESOLVED: Only items of Policy, consultation documents and notices of outside meetings to be brought to the meeting. 


Proposed by Councillor N Penny

Seconded: Councillor C Lusty

315.
60TH ANNIVERSARY END OF WORLD WAR ll.

Following short discussions members agreed to set up a working party together with representatives of Coleford branch of the Royal British Legion and St Johns Church to discuss and agree events. Councillors Mrs J Baynham, and Mrs S Merrikin would represent the Council.

316.
COLEFORD COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE CENTRE 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott, Councillors C Elsmore, N Penny and J Shaw left the room during the discussions.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston took the Chair for this item.

Coleford Area Partnership had requested that the Town Council release a further sum of money from its ear marked reserves for the future of the Community Centre. This would cover the cost of the VAT on the Feasibility Study currently being undertaken. The National Association of Local Councils had recently informed the Partnership that it was unable to reclaim VAT and the South West Regional Development Agency cannot give funding to cover VAT.

Following discussions it was agreed that, if the Feasibility Study is received in time, Councillors be given copies to study and Mrs Marilyn Cox, Chairman, Coleford Area Partnership be invited to attend the February meeting of the Council. 

RESOLVED that the sum of £3000 be released from the ear-marked Community Centre Reserve to cover payment of the VAT on the Feasibility Study for the Coleford Community Enterprise Centre.

Proposed: Councillor D Atherley

       Seconded Councillor C Lusty 

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott, Councillors C Elsmore, N Penny and J Shaw rejoined the meeting.

317.
PLANS
The minutes of the Planning Meetings held on 11th and 25th January were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Acceptance proposed: Councillor C P Kay

Seconded: Councillor C Lusty

Applicant


Proposals



Recommendations
DF3807/4/T (P1707/04/COU)
Change of use of vacant plot 

No Objections

Plot 15b,


to B1, light industrial

Forest of Dean Business Estate,
with two portacabin units. 

Stepbridge Road.


Formation of access. 

DF13108 (P1808/04/FUL)

Alterations and extension to dwelling. 
No Objections
Forest View Cottage,

(Demolition of prefab porch).

Gorsty Knoll, 


Revised Plans

Milkwall

DF3200/A/ADV(P1947/04/ADV)
Erection of an internally illuminated 
No Objections

19 High Street, 


projecting sign

Coleford

DF13127 (P1946/04/FUL)
Erection of a conservatory


No Objections

Tara, 

Ellwood Road, 

Milkwall, 

Coleford

DF13129/LBC (P1953/04/LBC)
Listed Building Consent for alterations 
No Objections

6 High Street,

to paved area at front of property.

Coleford

DF10514/BADV (P1987/04/ADV)
Erection of a non-illuminated facia sign.
No Objections

17 High Street, 


Retrospective.

Coleford

DF515/C (P1996/04/FUL)

Alterations, extensions and conversion        Coleford Town Council

Dial House, 


of existing buildings and coach house to       would like confirmation 

9 Lords Hill, 


create four, one bedroomed apartments 
from Welsh Water

Coleford



with ancillary works.


regarding drainage.





Alteration to vehicular access.

Suggest driveway be










permeable to ensure no










run-off of water from 










the site. Presume the










Horse Mounting Steps 










will be retained? Is 










this within the 










conservation area?

DF4881/A(P1972/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to dwelling.
Concerns as these plans
Mount Pleasant, 







do not appear to be for

Station Road, 







a domestic property.

Milkwall







Is there to be a change 










of use?

DF4012/J (P1975/04/FUL)
Alterations and conversion of

No Objections
Land and buildings 

existing barn to create a one

Pingry Lane,


bedroomed live/work unit

Coleford



(Treatment plant drainage)

DF13141/LDC (P0012/05/LD1)
Application under Section 191 to

No Observations

The Yard, 


establish commercial/industrial

Fetter Hill, 


facility at The Yard,

Coleford



Fetter Hill, Coleford

DF6441/V (P0013/05/FUL)
Erection of three buildings containing
Concerns regarding 
Land at 19 South Road, 

14 apartments. Alterations to

highway issues.

Broadwell, 


vehicular access and layout

Poor layout, with 

Coleford



of associated parking facilities.

bedroom next to next










door’s passageway.










Please advise West

Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust re. this proposed development.

DF1092/4/D(P0009/05/FUL)
Amendment to planning permission 
Objection to amending 

Land at Lords Hill,

DF1093/F/AP, relating to plots 1-4, 
size of curtilage. In

Coleford



Plots 1-4, to amend size of curtilage. 
the interest of road 

safety , no parking or building should be permitted in the area where the Office is currently sited.

DF1092/4/E(P0019/05/FUL)
Erection of a pair of semi-detached

Objection, increased 

Land at Lords Hill, 

dwellings to replace the original

density, increased 

Coleford



approved dwelling (plot 9)


sewerage, increased 

traffic and parking need. Suspicions that there maybe a sub-division into multiple occupancy.

DF1092/4/E (P0020/05/FUL)
Erection of a pair of semi-detached

Objection, increased
Land at Lords Hill, 

dwellings to replace the original

density, increased

Coleford



approved dwelling (plot 10)

sewerage, increased

traffic and parking need. Suspicions that there maybe a sub-division into multiple occupancy.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Town and Country Planning Act, 1990

Site: 


25/27 Woodgate Road, Mile End Coleford

Development: 
Erection of 29 dwellings, including 2 flats and 2 maisonettes, with associated garaging/parking facilities. Construction of new vehicular access.

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN


Town and Country Planning Act, 1990

Site: 
Former Broadwell Youth Activities Centre, Wynols Road, Broadwell

Development: 
Erection of 7 dwellings with associated parking facilities. (Demolition of existing derelict community centre).

APPLICATION WITHDRAWN


CORRESPONDENCE

318.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – REVISION OF PENSION FUND

Members noted this increase in the Employer’s contribution rate to 15.8% for the next three years.

319.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – LIAISON WITH TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS


Members requested a copy of the list showing Councillors’ representation on the Town Council’s committees, sub-committees, working parties and outside organisations be available for the February meeting. A new working party to consider ways of improving liaison between Town and Parish Councils and the District Council would then be formed.

320.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CONFIRMATION OF ORDER 2005 – 30 MPH SPEED LIMIT, NEWLAND STREET WITH EFFECT FROM 3RD FEBRUARY 2005


Members were pleased to note that the new order would soon be effected.

321.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – WITHDRAWAL OF SERVICE 735 COLEFORD – ENGLISH BICKNOR WITH EFFECT FROM 25TH FEBRUARY 2005 – WITHDRAWAL OF SERVICE 751 AND 752 – FOREST FLYER WITH EFFECT FROM 29TH JANUARY 2005.


Members noted the withdrawal of these services.
322.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 2 – DRAFT FOR CONSULTATION


Councillors D Atherley and C Elsmore requested copies of the draft plan and agreed to make comments for the questionnaire.

323.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – ADVISORY LORRY MAP FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE


Councillors D Atherley and C Elsmore requested copies of the draft map to examine and make any necessary comments.

324.
POLICE AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE MEETING –

 2ND FEBRUARY 2005


Councillor D Atherley will attend the meeting.

325.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE RURAL TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP – CONFERENCE – 4TH FEBRUARY


Councillor D Atherley will confirm attendance.

326.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – PUBLIC OPEN SPACES AND PLAY AREA PROVISION – MEETING 10TH FEBRUARY


Deputy Mayor M Weston and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin will attend the meeting.

327.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE MARKET TOWNS FORUM – 

16TH FEBRUARY 2005


Members noted this meeting.

328.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CRIME AND DISORDER REDUCTION AUDIT


Members agreed that this audit would be referred to the Planning Committee to be discussed and completed at the next Committee meeting. 


Councillor C P Kay left the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

329.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT


Copies of the statement were to be forwarded to Councillors J Shaw and 

M Lacey.

330.
MRS H. LUSTY – CHRISTIAN AID – REQUESTING USE OF THE CLOCK TOWER AREA


Mrs Lusty had requested written permission to hold a stall on 14th May 2005 in support of Christian Aid.


The Clerk was instructed to write giving permission for this.

331.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CROSS BOUNDARY TRANSPORT ISSUES.


The Clerk was instructed to advise the District Council of a range of difficulties raised by members.

332.
FORESTRY COMMISSION RE: DRAINAGE IN CHURCH WALK BROADWELL


The Clerk was instructed to advise the Forestry Commission that unfortunately no funds were available towards improving this piece of Forestry Commission owned land.

333.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – COLEFORD AREA LOCAL COUNCIL FORUM 


The re-scheduled date for this meeting was now 14th February 2005

334.
MEMBERS REPORTS

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J A Marrott’s written report listed Mayoral appointments and other meetings attended during the last month. In addition she had attended a meeting with members of other parish councils at Forest of Dean District Council on 19th January to discuss cemetery issues. 

Councillor C Lusty had attended a meeting of the Angus Buchanan Recreation Ground Committee.

Councillor Mrs J Baynham had attended the opening of the Cinderford Dental Practice on behalf of the Council. This new NHS practice had three full time dentists with a fourth due to join the practice in the next few months. Once fully operational 10,000 places will have been created.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor M Weston wished to express thanks to the County Council for their attention to the roads in the Parish after the recent snowfall.

335.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS


STAFFING

Members were advised that the Administrative Assistant would remain on sick leave until at least the 21st February 2005.

The Clerk would be in hospital on 1st February 2005 and would require a short period of sick leave.

Members agreed that the office should be closed from Tuesday 1st February 2005 and reopen on Monday 7th February 2005.

HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY

Following short discussion Councillor N Penny proposed that the Health and Safety Policy be amended to state that ‘it is the recommendation of Coleford Town Council that all Councillors be Criminal Record checked’. 

All members were in agreement.

336.
ACCOUNTS

January 2005

2618
C Wilkins – Salary






  794.42

2619
V Mitchell – Salary






1196.47

2620
Inland Revenue






  277.65

2621
Gloucestershire County Council – Pension Fund


  425.99

2622
Inland Revenue






  277.83

2623
Gloucestershire County Council – Pension Fund


  425.99

2624
Skip-it – Cemetery bins





    50.00

2625
BT – fax







  197.05

2626
R J Contracting – needle checks KGV - 



    58.75

2627
RBS Software Solutions – pay roll preparation


    52.88

2628
G Sterry – storage during re-decoration



  120.00

2629
Ernest Heal and Sons – cemetery bin emptying 


    35.25

2630
Gloucestershire Market Town Forum – subscription


  660.00

2631
BT – telephone 






  142.56

2632
Ernest Heal and Sons – making headstones safe


1509.29

2633
Ernest Heal and Sons – making headstones safe


1509.29

2634
Office Star – HP DeskJet black ink cartridge 


    62.88

2635
Gloucestershire Media – advert




    53.46

2636
Ernest Heal and Sons – replacement of damaged bench 

  611.00

2637
Ernest Heal and Sons – preparation of graves 

 
1291.00

2638
Dukes Travel Ltd – coaches – Senior Citizens concert

  190.00

2639
SLCC – Clerks Manual





    34.00

2640
FODDC – link line alarm





    33.61

2641
Shane Ball – gardening services




  193.67

2642
FODDC – non-domestic rates





  114.00

2643
Merlin Waste Control – VAT on previously paid invoice

    10.87

2644
Victoria Fryer – Wages





  162.50

2645
Petty Cash – top up






    50.00







TOTAL

          10540.41

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:55 p.m.
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